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sway there in 1720, he consolidated his position by the most
masterly management of his power and succeeded in com-
pletely ousting the Marathas from this part of the country.
The Maratha agents collected Chauth and Sardeshmukhl and
exacted heavy tolls from the merchants and travellers through-
out the Deccan. Nizamul-Mulk suppressed the authority of
the Marathas and openly declared that he was not prepared
to tolerate the Imperium in Imperio. He repudiated the obliga-
tions created by the treaty entered into by the Amiru'l-
Umara and Raja Sahu by alleging that its observance was
inconsistent with the authority invested in the Viceroy of
the Deccan. Thus he succeeded in abrogating this arrange-
ment the maintenance of which was not only disgraceful to
the Imperial authority but which also tended to the oppres-
sion and impoverishment of the people. His skilful initiative
in this connection is a masterpiece of diplomatic manipula-
tion which resulted in the re-establishment of the Imperial
authority in the Deccan. Being against the defeatist policy of
abdication of the Deccan to the Marathas, Nizamul-Mulk had
realized that the aforementioned treaty was a direct contra-,
diction of the principles on which the authority of any Govern-
ment, worth the name, subsists.

When he brought the Deccan under his sway, the Mughal
'Amils were utterly unable to discharge their duties and the
condition of the peasantry was far from satisfactory. There
was no justice and no redress of grievances. The authority
of the State was treated with contempt and had been
perverted; into an instrument of oppression. He not only
restored the Mughal conquests in the Deccan but also restored
peace and order. He rescued the people from their helpless
state and replaced the chaotic conditions by an orderly
administration. He reorganized the revenue system which
had become corrupt and iniquitous. He made it a rule that
his 'Amils should practise benevolence to the peasantry, in-
quire into their condition, and exert themselves tactfully to
induce them to bring more land under cultivation, assuring"
them the fruits of their labour. The taxation was reduced by
rigid supervision and punishment of those servants of the
State who made dishonest gains by their exactions. He made
it a consistent aim of his policy that the Government should